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Archibald MacLeish wrote, ‘‘There
are those who will say that the libera-
tion of humanity, the freedom of man
and mind, is nothing but a dream. They
are right. It is the American dream.’’ 9/
11 was a nightmare. As horrific and
cruel as it was, however, it can’t extin-
guish the dream.

———

TRIBUTE TO DEBRA BROWN
STEINBERG

Mr. LIEBERMAN. Mr. President, the
attacks of September 11, 2001, certainly
had a profound impact on all Ameri-
cans. In addition to the sadness, anger,
fear, and, ultimately, resolve, we all
felt in the aftermath of the attacks,
many were also infused with a renewed
sense of patriotism and fellowship that
inspired them to engage in public and
community service. As we approach
the tenth anniversary of this terrible
tragedy, I would like to honor one indi-
vidual who answered the call to serv-
ice, and who has done so much to help
victims of the attack, Debra Brown
Steinberg.

Debra was in New York City on Sep-
tember 11, and from her apartment she
could see the smoke pouring out from
the World Trade Center. As she des-
perately waited for news about her
stepson, she made an agreement with
God: if her stepson would come home
safely, she would work to help the vic-
tims of the attack. Thankfully, her
stepson did come home safely, and
Debra has more than fulfilled her
promise.

Utilizing her sharp legal acumen and
more than 30 years of professional ex-
perience, Debra has become a pas-
sionate advocate for the families of
those who perished in the 9/11 attacks.
A partner in the respected New York
firm Cadwalader, Wickersham & Taft
LLP, Debra was integral in putting to-
gether a consortium of law firms that
have worked together to deliver pro
bono services to 9/11 families.

Early on, Debra realized that, if her
firm was going to give victims the as-
sistance they truly needed, they would
have to do more than simply offer free
legal advice. Under her direction, the
consortium has taken a holistic ap-
proach toward assisting the families;
not just offering counsel, but also seek-
ing to ensure they receive the services
they need, and lobbying lawmakers and
regulators to ensure that all victims
have access to the Victim Compensa-
tion Fund. Debra has also represented
many victims’ families, pro bono, be-
fore the fund to ensure that they are
fairly compensated.

Perhaps Debra’s most amazing work
has been her advocacy on behalf of
some of the most vulnerable victims of
the attacks: immigrants who were in
the country illegally when their rel-
atives were Killed during the attacks
on the World Trade Center. These indi-
viduals, as the U.S. Department of
Homeland Security has put it, ‘‘share
with all Americans a moment of loss
and pain and pride that is now a defin-
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ing part of our national history.”” How-
ever, because of their status, they were
forced to cope with their pain and sad-
ness in isolation, afraid to seek assist-
ance or to offer their help for fear of
being found out. Our Nation cannot
help but feel a deep connection and
commitment to this group.

Debra has worked tirelessly to assure
that we live up to this commitment
and to enable these victims to partici-
pate in rebuilding after the attacks.
With her guidance, 11 of these spouses
and children of innocent victims of the
attacks have provided assistance to the
Federal Government in its 9/11 related
investigations and prosecutions. Debra
also successfully represented these
families before the Victim Compensa-
tion Fund to ensure that they received
equal consideration. Finally, she has
fought doggedly to ensure that these
families can continue to work and live
in the United States. Due in great part
to her work, these family members
have so far been able to stay in the
United States and their cases are now
being considered for a temporary visa
that would allow them to live and work
legally in the United States. Let us all
hope that DHS is able to quickly con-
duct its review so that these families
can leave the shadows and rebuild their
lives.

Over the years, my office has had the
privilege of assisting Debra in her ef-
forts, and I have witnessed firsthand
her dedication to assisting the families
of 9/11 victims. Those she has rep-
resented are certainly lucky to have
had her on their side. Given all that
Debra has done, it’s no wonder that the
American Bar Association honored her
with the prestigious Pro Bono Publico
award in 2006. She has also received the
9/11 Tribute Center Award in 2009 and
the Ellis Island Medal of Honor in 2007.
Her work has also been recognized sev-
eral times by my colleagues here in the
Senate, as well as in the U.S. House of
Representatives and the New York
State Legislature.

Mr. President, I commend Debra
Brown Steinberg for her commitment
to assisting families of 9/11 victims.
Her efforts truly personify the Amer-
ican values of fairness and patriotism.
The U.S. Senate, and the American
People, owe her our sincerest grati-
tude.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Texas.

——
TEXAS WILDFIRES

Mrs. HUTCHISON. Mr. President, I
rise in morning business to talk about
a situation in Texas, the wildfires and
the drought.

Since we were mostly home during
the August recess, I saw the floods in
the Midwest and on the Missouri and
Mississippi Rivers. I saw the hurricane
that hit New York and all along the
East Coast. At the same time, with all
the extra water in the East, we have
had as much as 60 days in parts of
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Texas with no rain whatsoever. The
drought is killing livestock. It is kill-
ing land. It is a sad situation. What has
happened, of course, is, from that, the
wildfires have been able to go farther
than we have ever seen in Texas before.

Just in the past 7 days, the Texas
Forest Service has responded to 176
fires, destroying nearly 130,000 acres.
This year alone, over 2,000 fires have
burned more than 2 million acres in
Texas. We have high winds and drought
conditions, which are a terrible com-
bination in this instance.

Yesterday, the Texas Forest Service
responded to 20 new fires, which con-
sumed nearly 1,500 more acres. One of
the hardest hit areas is Bastrop Coun-
ty, which is near Austin. I was talking
to some of my constituents in Houston,
which is not near Austin, and they
were talking about seeing and smelling
the smoke in Houston from these fires
in Bastrop.

An assessment has been completed as
of now that says 785 homes were com-
pletely destroyed, 238 homes have been
reported lost as a result of other fires
over the past 3 days, and the fires are
so big that they are being photo-
graphed from space.

Senator CORNYN and I have asked the
President to add the recent wildfires
from just this last week to his previous
disaster declaration from this spring,
which did include wildfires. I want the
people of Texas to know that Senator
CORNYN and I are working together to
get all the Federal help they need. I
have been in contact with the State
representatives from the area, the
mayors, and the county judges to get
the reports. So far they feel they have
gotten the help they have needed. But
now, in the aftermath, we will need to
be part of any kind of disaster bill that
goes through this Senate or is declared
by the President.

It is my hope we can work through
that next week and make sure we in-
clude these most recent fires along
with the flood disaster relief that sup-
posedly will come to the floor next
week. So we are going to work on it
and try to help these people. We can’t
replace the graduation pictures and the
wedding pictures and the children’s
pictures that are lost. This is the
human loss you see in this type of a
situation. But we can certainly help
these people rebuild, and that is what
we want to do.

We are going to be on the job trying
to help in every way we can, knowing
there will not be a 100-percent replace-
ment because the photographs and the
personal items and grandmother’s wed-
ding ring may not be recovered, but we
are going to do what we can, as Ameri-
cans always do.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Illinois.

VOTING RIGHTS

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, this
afternoon, we held a hearing in the
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